Spectul 6 The Washingion ot
8 Stite arson Mﬂiﬁrf
sift through the rubble
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County are ng the loss of | Prince Willidm County it 1074,
the historic home as
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18th century mdrision that he v P
mutmw tebtored in thie mid-- . residents say, the town .
S . i wesalmost destroyed by fire, and
* Soninet; who' plantied to move:  once was nearly swept off the map - f
into the mansion fhis summet, . by Hurricane Agnes. But Rock-
* said he believed the fire was delib- ~ ledge always survived. )
" érately set. “Somebody had a lot bf “It was a landmark,” says Mayor :
~ nerve, the old place was beautiful. = Charles Pugh. “It's just part of the '
It was kind of my pridé and joy. I' commuinity. When you get into a’
guess they told me it couldn't be little historical town like Occo-
| done, and 1 did It (the restoration)  quan and talk about something er-
el e + A . ected in 1758, you're really talking
The fire last Thursday, which® aboutsomething.”
gutted the house but left the stone . : In addition, says Robert Porter,
walls - standing, is beirig in- an Occoquan businessman, the res-
vestigated by state arson officials.
The fire was reported about 11 See HOUSE, Page$, Col. 5
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